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these for the guidance of our own conduct may be
falling into a trap laid by the enemy. The assump-
tion that everything which infinite goodness can
desire, actually comes to pass in this universe, or at
least that we must never say or suppose that it does
not, is worthy only of those whose slavish fears make
them offer the homage of lies to a Being who, they
profess to think, is incapable of being deceived and
holds all falsehood in abomination.

With regard to this particular hypothesis, that all
natural impulses, all propensities sufficiently universal
and sufficiently spontaneous to be capable of passing
for instincts, must exist for good ends, and ought to-
be only regulated, not repressed; this is of course
true of the majority of them, for the species could not
have continued to exist unless most of its inclinations
had been directed to things needful or useful for its-
preservation. But unless the instincts can be reduced
to a very small number indeed, it must be allowed
that we have also bad instincts which it should be
the aim of education not simply to regulate but to
extirpate, or rather (what can be done even to an
instinct) to starve them by disuse. Those who are
inclined to multiply the number of instincts, usually
include among them one which they call destructive-
ness : an instinct to destroy for destruction's sake.
I can conceive no good reason for preserving this, no-
more than another propensity which if not an instinct